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Westborough Historical Commission
Forbes Municipal Building

45 West Main Street, Room 26

Westborough, MA  01581-1916

Tel: (508) 366-3048

Fax: (508) 871-5198

Minutes of the September 16, 2015 Commission meeting which was held in the meeting room in the Library at 7:00p.m.  
Chairman Hazel Nourse called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.

Members present: Jennifer Doherty, Cindy DuBose, Hazel Nourse, Nancy Strecker
Minutes of July 15, August 5 Executive meeting and rescheduled August 12 meeting were unanimously approved.

Design Review Board update by newly appointed member Cindy DuBose.  She reported they talked about 3 different things.  One was the signage for new Southeby’s Realty building on W. Main St.: colors and placement of signs on the building.  The second discussion was the Dairy Queen building which is an anomaly.  It will be renovated, roof changed, colors changed to  turquoise, coral and orange and LED lighting.  Third item, a Brazilian steak house opening in Bay State Commons area. The owners want to have an area for outside dining. 
State Hospital.  Chairman Nourse reported that all copper piping has been removed from the buildings.  They want to appropriate money at Town Meeting to hire a consultant to do a survey and estimate the cost of removing the material from the buildings.  They talked about saving the soccer field, shoreline and great lawn.  

Chairman Nourse talked about table display at town meeting: reproduce Walking/Touring map which is 18” x 24” and double sided.  Curry Printing estimate – 50 for $437.67 and 100 for $499.14.  It was suggested that we get pricing from Staples also.  Also to put on display some copies of inventory forms like for Spurr House, Nathan Fisher House, etc. and pictures of houses with different types of architecture.  Also buy 3’ high trifold display board and lettering to say Westborough Historical Commission..

October Commission meeting will be changed to Tuesday, October 13.

Chairman Nourse to write a letter to Nancy Galicki thanking her for her service here on the Commission.  Her interaction with Design Review Board was very important.
Jenn Doherty is working on rewriting the smaller map flyer “The Hundredth Town” which has some inaccuracies but is a nice hand out.  She has some good ideas about changes to be made.

Chairman Nourse is asking Jenn Doherty to contact the Chairman of the Spurr House Committee, Bob Petrucelli to see if he would like to become a member of our commission.
Update: 300th Anniversary event.  Nancy Strecker said there were no meetings. Someone on the committee  attended the Anniversary parade and celebration in Littleton and got some very interesting and creative ideas to share. 

Chairman Nourse asked Cindy DuBose about continuing her articles in the Westborough News.  She stopped the articles in August because of vacation readership.  Cindy spoke with Bonnie at the Advocate and she enthusiastically said the size of an article could be 400 words.  The Westborough News items can be up to 700 words.  It was suggested that she write a couple articles about the State Hospital.
Jenn told us about the Plainville Historical Commission in conjunction with their library is having scanning parties where people can bring in their old photos about their town to be scanned and then a copy can be  given to the Library, Historical Commission and whoever else wants one.  This might be something we could do along with 300th anniversary events.
Spurr House: It is Articles 1 & 2 on the October Town Meeting warrant.  #1 is about the house, the tour  and meeting the committee conducted.  The options the committee decided to present at town meeting are:: to sell the house, sell it for $1.00  and move it, sell it and purchase 12 Grove St. which abuts the Forbes building parking lot,  demolish the rear 2/3 for parking and sell front 1/3,  lease it to 3rd party, put up for sale actively for 18 months, demolish it.  #2 is requesting $50,000 to demolish the house.
Meeting adjourned at 8:35p.m.

Sue Speckman, Secretary
.
